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[ Abstract]

Since 2003, the Interior Ministry’s Construction & Planning
Agency has organized service groups in order to “Promote the
Implementation of Sustainable Coasts” and has selected and assisted
local governments to execute the “Coastal Conservation and Landscape
Improvement Plan”. Over the years, the restoration and improvements to
natural coasts and marine environments has induced the general public,
local governments and even local residents to pay more attention to
coastal development and resource conservation issues.

Last year, in 2009, the central government resumed the
professional counseling medium, assisting local governments for a
six-year coastal landscape ecological restoration project, conveying
coastal restoration ideas and effectively checking on the execution of
various coastal area plans. The goal is to use coastal conservation and
renovation as a means of restoring degraded ecological resources,
improving coastal landscapes and promoting coastline management, to
ensure minimal loss of natural coastlines.

Counseling and grants were provided for twenty-two coastal
restoration projects in thirteen counties and cities this year. Foremost
among them: Neipi Scenic Area in Yilan, Dayuan Township Coastal Area
in Taoyuan, Gangnan and Jincheng Lake Areas in Hsinchu, Wetlands
Botanical Garden of Cigu Township in Tainan, Fangshan Township
Citongjiao Coastal Area in Pingtung and the Chongtun Island Park
Seawall in Penghu. These exemplary multi-staged coastal restoration
plans were carried out with impressive results.

Experts from the United States, Japan and the Netherlands were
invited to visit Taiwan for lectures or co-hosting educational workshops
with others of industry, government and academia backgrounds.
Participants responded enthusiastically to the objectives: to equip local
government officials with a correct concept of coastal conservation and
practical operation, to reach consensus on coastal restoration, to enhance
the professional capacity of project operations and to expand participants’
perspectives internationally.

To spark public attention regarding coastal environments, a voting
event was conducted to elect six high-quality coasts and six deteriorated
coasts. A film was made to publish the results of this activity and was
released at a press conference afterwards. This event received heavy
media coverage and successfully attracted much attention. In addition,
activities focusing on coastal restoration were held at Dayuan Junior
High School in Taoyuan and Taihsing Elementry School in Yunlin. Not
only did these programs further raise public awareness, the highlighted
concerns took root with the participants, with dramatic results.
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