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I am honored this year to have received an
invitation from Ying-Chao Kuo, the chairman
of the Academic Committee, to undertake the
curatorial task for this year's Outstanding Architect
Exhibition. Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo is the sole
recipient of this year's Outstanding Architects
Award, marking the first time in the history of the
award that an individual has received the honor.
Unlike previous years when three to five architects
often shared the recognition, this curatorial
opportunity allows me, as a junior architect, to
focus more on listening to and understanding
Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo’s professional journey
from education to practice, as well as his

perspectives.

The Outstanding Architects Award aims to
acknowledge architects' diverse architectural
practices and contributions to value creation,
as well as to commend their ongoing dedication
to public service. Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo, this
year's awardee, is no exception. He not only excels
in the field of cultural heritage preservation but
also contributes to the inheritance of traditional
craftsmanship, making his award well-deserved.
Diligence and hard work were unanimous among
most jurors' opinions. Through our understanding
during this period, we found that meticulous
thinking and astute design judgments are key to
Architect Kuo's ability to accomplish various tasks

seamlessly within a small-scale team.

The theme of this curatorial endeavor is

"Expression via Tectonics," derived from multiple

interviews conducted with Architect Chun-
Pei, Kuo. As an architect with rich experience
in restoration, he is more familiar with the
decayed state of architecture compared to its
birth. Through years of investigating the natural
or human-induced deterioration of historic
buildings, he deeply comprehends "tectonics"
as logical principles created among different
materials to achieve practical, aesthetic, robust,
and economical outcomes. These experiences
have shaped his fundamental attitude towards
architecture. Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo extends the
valuable experience accumulated from restoration
cases to new construction projects. Furthermore,
his sensitivity towards structures permeates these
projects, becoming a crucial indicator in evaluating
material selection, scale control, and other aspects

that shape architectural quality.

Throughout Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo's professional
journey, whether it is historic building restoration
or new design, each of his works showcases
clear logical thinking. This approach not only
encompasses the profound understanding of
tectonics mentioned earlier but also threads
through different cases. Moreover, he demonstrates
care for diverse site environments. Within
Architect Kuo's diverse portfolio, this exhibition
is expected to use structures as a conduit to
express concerns for the self, the environment,
society, and history—just as his personal traits do—
approaching architectural issues with authenticity

and practicality.
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About Tectonics

In traditional craftsmanship, four primary factors
contribute to the creation of exceptional work.
These factors encompass seasonal and climatic
considerations, geographical influences, material
selection and utilization, as well as the subjective
ideas and skills of craftsmen. Coincidentally, this
aligns with the Western notion of “Tectonics”,
which is not solely about a component of
construction; rather, it encompasses how materials
adhere to physical laws and are structured to serve
specific functions. Within this framework, regional
characteristics, individual artisan expression, and
socio-economic elements are embedded, resulting
in variations among individuals within the same

structure.

Perhaps due to his extensive exposure to
restoration construction sites, Architect Chun-
Pei, Kuo's perspective has been influenced by an
emphasis on enhancing craftsmanship techniques.
His developed ability to make judgments and draw
conclusions has led him to consider materiality
beyond mere form, infused with a sense of
craftsmanship. Occupying a space between
'architect' and 'craftsman,' this perspective has
become a nourishing element in his creation of

new architectural works.

About Expression

Achieving a work of art requires thousands of
judgments, and the accumulation of a substantial
number of these judgments gives rise to the values
embedded within a piece. It can be said that a
mature architectural work is a manifestation of
an architect's philosophy in action, and one could
even comprehend that the architect's language is

the work itself.

In the realm of cultural heritage restoration, facing
historical reality, restraint, and adherence to
restoration ethics become significant subjects for
architects engaged in restoration work. While the
architect's attitude towards historical phenomena
can still be gleaned from the handling of details,
it often remains veiled and not easily understood.
This exhibition aims to uncover the design thinking
beyond the works, as expressed by Architect Kuo,
revealing the archaeological and knowledge-
seeking aspects of his professional content,
and reconstituting the value of architectural

exhibitions.

This exhibition synthesizes the significant
contributions of Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo
throughout his career. The publication has
been divided into three sections corresponding
to the three modes of thinking Architect
Kuo employs when practicing: evidentiary
investigation on-site, questioning of values, and
the context of coexistence. The hope is that, while
comprehending the artworks, it will also portray
Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo's values towards people,

matters, and things.



i.Evidentiary Investigation on-site

From the ashes of the fire at Taichung Bodokan Martial Arts Hall of keimusho
field, Architect Kuo deduced the fallen locations of bricks and tiles based on
the collapsed direction of the roof truss. He then cleared and restored the
site accordingly. From the surviving colors of fragments at the Wei Chengmei
Hall site, he summarized color standards and used them to adjust the overall
visual effect. Amidst intricate historical research documents, he emerged as
the pioneer unveiling the mysteries of historical architecture. For Architect
Kuo, executing cases not only fulfilled the project but also satisfied his personal

interests.

ii.Questioning of Values

Presenting an alternative value question to the original proposition and
responding through design is one of the ways Architect Kuo manifests his self-
worth in practice. At Neihu Elementary School, he employed his extensive
knowledge of wooden structures from the early stages of his career. By
combining meticulous slope analysis and massing arrangement, he responded
to the self-proposition of situating the school in a forest setting. In the case of
Siangtan Elementary School, he developed a lightweight structural system to
significantly reduce construction costs, aligning with the budget constraints of

the region.

iii.Context of Coexistence

Architect Chun-Pei, Kuo undoubtedly possesses a profound historical
consciousness. He believes that architectural design should harmonize with
the environment, considering elements from the timeline, existing issues, and
various contextual conditions. This section introduces Kaohsiung Wufu Mission
Building, where the retention of the church's old wall preserves the spirit of the
place. Additionally, it showcases the juxtaposition of old and new in Pingtung
Social Welfare Center and Hengchun County Office, demonstrating his balanced

approach to tradition and modernity.
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In order to commend outstanding architects for their
contributions to the country and society, and to encourage
architects’ sense of honor, the Ministry of the Interior has
organized an outstanding architect award selection event
every two years from 2011, by compiling and printing award-
winning albums and holding architectural works exhibitions,
etc. The “18th R.O.C. Outstanding Architects’ Series of Marketing
and Promotional Activities” were commissioned to The National

Architects Association of R.0.C. (Taiwan).

The 18th outstanding architects were awarded by Kuo,
Chun-Pei, HSU, YEN-CHI, LAI, JEN-SHUO and SHIH, JAU-
YUNG were shortlisted for outstanding architects. The
award ceremony was held on June 26, 112 at the The Nishi
Honggan-ji Temple. Vice President Ching-Te, Lai made a
special call for congratulations, and the Political Deputy
Minister Ching-Chun Hua presented the award and
delivered a speech in person. The association invited the
relatives and friends of outstanding architects, colleagues
in the firm, the current selection committee, and previous

outstanding architects to present the awards.

The exhibition of outstanding architects is scheduled to be
held from October 20 to 29, 112 at the Chiayi Art Museum
and at the The Nishi Honggan-ji Temple from December 6
to 15, 2012. The exhibition will last for 10 days. During the
period, the symposium on "Appointments with Outstanding
Architects" will be held by Architect Kuo, Chun-Pei. It is
hoped that this event will provide more opportunities
for the public to know and understand the outstanding
architects, and expand the public's awareness and attention

to the quality of architecture and environment.
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