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Abstract

Taiwan is a highly heterogeneous space, ancient yet youthful, with
diverse cultures, and it needs to develop a unique way of understanding the
characteristics of its land. Given that the current Strategic Plan for National
Spatial Development of the National Spatial Plan (2018) fails to reflect the
natural and cultural environment characteristics of various regions in
Taiwan, this project aims to provide a qualitative description of Taiwan's
‘landscapes units’ through the identification of landscape units across the
entire country.

The definition of landscape unit is an area of space where
characteristics in geography, terrain, climate, ecology, culture, and
economy within a period of time are homogeneous. In this project, the
preliminary method in ‘landscape units’ identifications is the objective
subjectivity of the project leader to propose the characteristics of each
landscape unit. Boundaries of these units are identified through the use of
geographic information system (GIS) data, literature, field surveys, and
aerial imagery. Consensus on the landscape units is reached through
interviews and discussions with experts in the fields of geology,
topography, ecology, cultural history, and planning. This project also
presents the process and details for identifying landscape units at the
national, county/city, and community levels, with the aim of providing
references for future planning and research endeavors.

This project completes the identification and adjustment of landscape
units at mid-to-high elevations and revises the results for low-elevation
living landscapes in the previous project A total of 43 low-elevation
landscape units and 11 mid-to-high elevation living landscape units are
identified, along with recommendations for national spatial development
strategic plan, sectoral spatial development strategy, and adjustments of
functional zone. At the county/city level, 16 landscape units in New Taipei



City are identified, and recommendations of spatial development strategy
for the New Taipei city Municipality spatial plan are proposed.

In terms of further applications, in the fields of planning, the
qualitative descriptions of landscape units at different scales can contribute
to the development of overall spatial development structures and visions.
Through comprehensive reviews, these descriptions can be incorporated
into statutory plans such as the National Spatial Plan and Municipality or
county (city) spatial plan, facilitating the participation in the rural planning
through the counseling groups. In terms of education and promotion, this
project proposes that the establishment of Taiwan landscape promotion
centers in northern, central, southern, and eastern regions, the recruitment
of teaching staff, the organization of courses, the accumulation of
professional talents, the incorporation of higher education institutions, the
provision of technician training, or the inclusion of basic qualification
requirements in government commissioned projects, and producing
promotional videos; These can gradually enhance the influence of concept
of landscape in the planning profession.
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